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will impress—ten days’ use will convince 
you and your pyorrhea patient that 
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Tu1s woman has been prop- 
erly ‘‘sold’’ by her dentist. 
She appreciates | 


the value of his 
service because 
he has impressed 
upon her the 
close relation- 
ship between ill 
health and dis- 
eased teeth. 


Your patients 
will never feel 
that yourfees are 
excessive, if you 
givethem proper. 
health talks 
when work is 

















y dentist’s work is well 
worth his fee.”’ 


Aso remember that in “‘sell- 
ing’’ patients upon the value 


of your work the 
psychological 
effect produced 
by your office 
furnishings and 
your operating 
equipment is of 
great import- 
ance. 


A well arranged 
office will im- 
press patients 
with sound busi- 
ness principles 
and modern 
equipment is a 


in process. Talk health,not visible sign of your opera- 


merchandise! 


tive skill. 
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Ask your dealer for new 
descriptive literature on 


Ritter Equipment. 























Coming Meetings 


January 4th to 8th, 1926—Board of Dental Examiners of the 











District of Columbia, Medical Science Bldg, Washington, D. C.B To 
for dentists and hygienists. ine 
) OH 

January 27th to 29th, 1926—Chicago Dental Society Annual 4 
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Clinic and Meeting, The Drake, Chicago, III. 

There will appear on the literary program 256 men to present} Fe1 

' papers, addresses and discussions in the ten different sections, and 
at two noon-day luncheons, and two big general session meetings. 

Two one-half days will be devoted to clinics: Thursday after-B w,, 

noon and Friday morning. 

For general information address FIFI 
Huco G. FisHer, Sec’y. - 

25 E. Washington St., Chicago, III. 7 
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February 22d fo 24th, 1926—Central Pennsylvania Dental Soft cox, 
ciety, Fort Stanwix Hotel, Johnstown, Pa. 
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April 13th to 15th, 1926—Virginia State Dental Association 
and North Carolina Dental Society, Richmond, Va. A C1 
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April 14th to 17th, 1926—New Jersey State Dental Society,B tu: 
Stacy;Trent Hotel, Trenton, N. J. 
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May 3d to 7th, 1926—Massachusetts Dental Society, Copley es 
Plaza Hotel, Boston, Mass. 
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May 19th to 22d, 1926—Dental Society of State of New chant’ 

York, Hotel Astor, New York, N. Y. the new 
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To 
ORAL HYGIENE 


By C. J. HOLLISTER, D. D.S., Chief, Dental 
Division, Pennsylvania Department of Health 





In my opinion, OrAL HyGIENE was a 
pioneer in public dental educational work and is still 
exerting a very great influence in that field. 


From my contact with the dental profession of Penn- 
sylvania and other parts of the country, it seems that it 
is the most read and most quoted of all dental publi- 
cations. . 


I have found it invaluable in my own work. 


May it long continue to carry the gospel of mouth 
hygiene through the dental profession to the general 
public. 














The 


HERE are two fac- 

yj) tors which are re- 

¥ sponsible for a lot 

of progress in this 
eS) world. 

One is evolution or associa- 
tion of ideas. , 

The other is co-operation or 
the application of the theory 
that ‘“‘in union there is strength.” 

Away back in the early nine- 
ties I conceived the idea of pub- 
lishing a dental catalog for a 
syndicate of dealers. My own 
company needed a catalog to il- 
lustrate and price goods we car- 
ried, but could not aftord to pay 
for the sort of book I had in 
mind. We only needed a couple 
of thousand copies for our own 
use and the cost of typesetting 
on such a limited edition was 
prohibitory. 

So I conceived the idea of 
publishing a syndicate catalog 
which would enable me to pub- 
lish a larger edition and so di- 
vide the cost that it would not 
be much of a burden upon any 
one of the individual companies 
I approached. 

Dental dealers at that time, 
as at present, handled in a gen- 
eral way the same line of goods, 
and as they sold them at prices 
established by the manufac- 
turers, a catalog that would 
properly list the stock of one 
concern, barring minor changes, 
would serve equally well for an- 
other. 





‘syndicate for whom the _ book 


Story 0} } 


By W. LINFORD SMITH 


When the syndicate was or- 
ganized | approached the manv- 
facturers with the viewof charg. 
ing them nominal prices for list. 


ing their goods in the book, and 


the catalog when issued was the 
most complete that had _ been 
published up to that time— 
1893. 

Prices of dental goods of that 
day were not subject to quite 
such frequent changes as they 
have been of late years, but, due 











to the changes in prices that took 
place, as well as the new goods 
that were brought out from time 
to time, the catalog, after serv- 
ing four or five years, was no 


longer of value, hence a “ei 


syndicate was organized and a 
second edition of the book issued 
on a somewhat larger scale in 
1897. ; 

This was followed by a third 
edition in January, 1901, and a 
fourth in January, 1905, but 
while the so-called syndicate cat- 
alog had developed into more or 
less of an institution, price 
changes were so frequent and 
such a variety of new goods was 
being produced that the book 
was a back number almost be- 
fore it was delivered, and no ef- 
fort has been made since the last 
edition, published in January, 
1915, to bring out later editions. 

The subject matter of the 
syndicate catalog, as stated, was 
identical for each member of the 
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This article is from a hitherto unpublished 
manuscript, having been written by the founder 
of the magazine shortly before his death last 








was published, but it was ob- 
viously necessary to have the 
name of each individual dealer 
appear in the running-heads of 
the book. The introductory page, 
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of course, had to be changed for 
each edition and a number of 
other changes were necessary, 
which every printer I approached 
on the subject told me was a 
thing impossible to accomplish. 

But things which are impos- 
sible occasionally happen and I 
finally found a printer who lis- 
tened to reason, with the result 
that not one customer of any 
member of the syndicate for 
whom the book was published 


}had any idea but that the cata- 


log was printed by the dealer 
from whom he received it. 
These facts are related be- 
cause they have such a direct 
bearing upon subsequent devel- 
opments. 7 
When I began discussing with 
various printers the subject of 
publishing a syndicate magazine 
they raised the same objections 
as the printers in the old days 
had raised to the syndicate cat 





ok 








alog and told me the job coulc 
not be done. But because it had 








already been done, I knew they 
were wrong and finally con- 
vinced them to that effect. 

In the early part of 1910, Dr. 
William J. Ebersole, of Cleve- 
land, became very actively inter- 
ested in the cause of oral hy- 
giene, and to prove his conten- 
tion that proper care of the teeth 
was calculated to improve the 
mental, physical and moral wel- 
fare of the individual, proposed 
to conduct a series of tests upon 
the teeth of a certain number of 
children attending one of’ the 
public schools in Cleveland. 

His theory was that if the 
teeth of this group were put in 
order, subsequent psychological 
tests would either prove or dis- 
prove his theories; and to secure 
funds to enable him to conduct 
the negessary research he first 
appealed to the Ohio State Den- 
tal Society at a meeting held at 
Columbus, Ohio, in the spring 
of that year. 

The Society placed at his dis- 
posal a few hundred dollars, but 
as the amount was entirely in- 
adequate for his purpose, he de- 
cided to approach the dental 
manufacturers for assistance, 
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and as the organization met that 
same week in Baltimore he went 
there from Columbus to submit 
the matter for consideration. 

Being a member of the Manu- 
facturers Club, it was necessary 
for me also to attend these meet- 
ing, and during the trip from 
Columbus to Baltimore Dr. 
Ebersole pointed out to me what 
it would mean to humanity and 
to the advancement of dentistry 
in the event of a successful issue 
of his plans, and sought my co- 
operation in presenting the mat- 
ter to the manufacturers. 

While he was interested pri- 
marily in the humanitarian as- 
pect of the matter, he did not 
hesitate to direct my attention 
to the fact that the logical out- 
come of a successful issue would 
be a greatly increased demand 
for dental products, and I saw 
the point. 

We discussed at considerable 
length all angles of the proposi- 
tion, and we agreed that while 
he might be subjected to criti- 
cism for seeking the assistance 
of the manufacturers, that fact 
was not calculated to detract 
from the humanitarian aspect 
of the big thing he was trying 
to do. 

Before we retired for the 
night we also agreed that the 
quality of altruism that might 
result in a profit for all con- 
cerned was little short of ideal. 

That night I did not sleep 
very well. ; 

I did not sense it at the time, 
but a big idea was about to be 
born and my labor pains kept me 
awake. 

I saw the point of everything 


, effect, 


Dr. Ebersole predicted, but my 
imagination ran riot with the | 
possibilities of the thing, and by 
the time dawn broke I had con. | 
ceived an idea which I believed 
I had the ability to put into 


a 


The plan was rather nebv- 
lous, but, based upon my former 
experience as publisher, I be- 
lieved it was practical* and de-| 
termined to discuss it frankly 








with the first big man in the 
trade I should meet following 
my arrival in Baltimore. 

At that time there were about 
as many dental magazines in ex- 
istence as there are today. ‘The 
National Dental Association did 
not have a medium of its own, 
and many of the publications in 
the field were virtually house 
organs of one manufacturer or 
another, but the circulation of 
all of them combined did not 
cover probably more than 6( 
per cent of the dentists of the 
United States, 

My owncompany had not en- 
barked in the publication field, f 
yet, as manufacturers, we were 
using all of the magazines then 
available, but I had for a long 
time sought in vain for some 
adequate means of reaching those 
who were not subscribers to the 
various publications on the the- 
ory that one man’s dollar was as 
good as another’s. A direct-mail 
campaign was the only possible 
means of covering the entire 
field. 

1 felt that the dealers were 
just as much entitled to be con- 
sidered as publishers as were the 
manufacturers, and upon my 
arrival at the Hotel Emerson in 
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Baltimore, the first man I, met 
in the lobby was Mr. E. G. 
Shafer, of the Shafer - Pierce 
Company, with headquarters in 
Minneapolis, one of the largest 
and most important dealers of 
that day in the middle north- 
west. . 

Acting upon the decision pre- 
viously reached, I proceeded to 
outline to him the plan I had 
conceived, and as | told him the 
story the thing unfolded in my 
own mind to such an extent that 
at the conclusion of the 30-min- 


ute interview | had worked out 


the outline of the plan which I 
believed could be made effective. 
I had long beén a reader of 
Printers: Ink. One of the fea- 
tures of that paper that appealed 
to me more strongly than any 
other was its convenient size. It 
could be carried in the pocket. 


Having had experience in 


changing «certain pages in the 


syndicate catalogs to adapt them. 


to the use of individual dealers, 
I knew it would be possible to 
apply the same principles to the 
periodical, hence, in discussing 


the matter with Mr. Shafer, I - 


told him that if I could organize 
a syndicate for the publication 
of a monthly magazine of pocket 
size, the first four pages of ad- 
vertising matter in each issue 
would be reserved for the adver- 
tising matter of the individual 
syndicate member. 

We agreed that if such a plan 
could be made effective the 
dealer should be obligated to 
put on his subscription list the 
name of every dentist in his ter- 
ritory, and at the conclusion of 
the interview Mr. Shafer told 


me if I-could organize a group 
of dealers such as I suggested he 
would like to reserve for the use | 
of his own company the states of | 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, North’ 
and South Dakota and Mon- 
tana. oes 
Nothing whatever was said © 
about price. I did not know 
what the magazine would cost; | 
neither did I know what the | 
postage would amount to, al-— 
though I was conscious of the | 
fact that the postage on a publi- | 
cation of this description would — 
be very much in excess of sec- | 


ond-class rates granted publica- 


tions with lists of subscribers. 

Later in the day Dr. Ebersole 
appeared before the manufac- | 
turers’ organization, and as the’ 
result of a masterly address was 
voted, if my memory is not at 
fault, something like four thou- 
sand dollars, which he stated 
would suffice to put his plan into 
effect. 

Upon my return to Pitts- @ 
burgh I proceeded to investigate # 
the probable cost of publishing 


such a magazine as I had in § 


mind and, after having had a 
dummy made up, packed my 
grip and made a hurry-up tour 
of the country, during the prog- 


ress of which I submitted the § 


plan for consideration of the 
leading retail supply houses in 
the trade, and by the time I re- 
turned to Pittsburgh I had a 
suficient number: of definite 
promises to insure the success of 
the enterprise, contingent only 
upon my ability to secure the 
services of a capable editor and 
to sell the idea to a sufficient 
number of manufacturers who 
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The Late Dr. George Edwin Hunt, First Editor of “Oral Hygiene.’ 
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would use the publication as an 
advertising medium. 

The first man I considered as 
editor of the publication was 
Dr. Ebersole himself. He put 
himself unqualifiedly on record 
by saying he believed such a 
magazine would be of incalcula- 
ble benefit to the cause, but his 
physical condition was not such 
that he considered it safe for 
him to assume any additional re- 
sponsibility. 

I then turned to the late Dr. 
George Edwin Hunt, who had 
previously served as editor of 
the Indiana Dental Journal, the 
publication of which had been 
suspended some time previously. 
Dr. Hunt was dean of the Indi- 
ana Dental College and one of 
the best-known writers on den- 
tal topics in America. 

I had previously unsuccess- 
fully tried to interest him in 
editing a house organ for. my 
company, but that proposition, 
due to his high professional 
standing, did not appeal to him. 
But when I pointed out what a 
valuable contribution to den- 
tistry such a magazine as I had 
in mind would be, I succeeded 
in interesting him in the publi- 
cation and had his assurance if I 
were able to finish what I had 
started he would occupy the edi- 
toria) chair. 

By this time it had been defi- 
nitely decided that the publica- 
tion would be named for the 
cause to which it was to be dedi- 
cated and would be called ORAL 
HYGIENE. 

My next task was to interest 
manufacturers in the enterprise, 
and to that end I again packed 
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my grip and was not-at all sur- 
prised at my ability to show thef 
manufacturers the advantages of 
carrying space in a publication 
which | was in position to guar- 
antee would absolutely blanket 
the field. On my return to 
Pittsburgh I had a sufficient 
number of signed contracts to 
assure the success of the enter- 
prise, the magazine I proposed | 
to issue to consist of some 8) 
pages and the rate for space 
being $85 per page per issue, 
less a discount of 10 per cent for 
annual contracts, or a net price 
of $76.50 for 12-time insertions, 

The first issue of the maga- 
zine appeared on January |, 
1911, and as a result of the 
character of reading matter it 
carried—which was reduced to 
tabloid form—its size and gen- 
eral make-up, it made a distinct 
and immediate hit. | 

In this first issue my own 
company carried a quarter-page 
advertisement covering an offer 
of free samples of the mounted 
carborundum point, to which by 
the first of February of the same 
year no less than 1,151 iaieren| 
were received. ‘These replies 
were pasted in a scrapbook and 
used for quite some time in solic- 
iting advertising from other 
manufacturers. 

The policy of the publication 
from the time of the first issue 
was that the magazine was in no 
sense and under no circunm- 
stances to be considered as a 
house organ for my company. 
Preferred positions, for obvious 
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reasons, were of greater value to 
us than anyone else, but were 
freely offered to competitors or 
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anyone else who had the price to 
pay for the space. 

Despite the greatly increased 
cost of production and the fact 
that the postage on each copy 
now mailed amounts to three 
and often four cents, the rates 
to syndicate members remain as 
they were when the magazine 
first appeared, and during the 
fourteen years the magazine has 
been in existence there has been 
but one advance in advertising 
rates, which was announced in 
1920, the rate at that time being 
increased to $115 for a single 
insertion, with a net annual rate 
of $92 per page per issue. 





Dr. George Edwin Hunt 
served as editor of the magazine 
up to the time of his death, 
which occurred in July, 1914, 
and was succeeded by Dr. Wil- 
liam W. Belcher, of Rochester, 
who edited the paper until he 
passed away in 1919. 

As successor to Dr. Belcher, 
Dr. Rea Proctor McGee was 
appointed, and is still serving in 
that capacity. Under his admin- 
istration the magazine is today 
wielding a more potent influence 
in national, if not international, 
dental affairs than it ever has 
done in its history. 

For the first few years that 
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OrAL HYGIENE was published 
considerable opposition, particu- 
larly on the part of advertising 
agencies, was experienced, due 
to the prevailing theory that 
free circulation was without 
value. Up to that time no mag- 
azine of any standing had ever 
been published for which a sub- 
scription price was not charged 
the reader and it was not be- 
lieved that it would be possible 
to interest any of the larger 
agencies in a magazine mailed 
without charge to those to 
whom it might be of interest. 

I, however, took the perfectly 
justifiable position that, while 
free circulation might be of less 
value than paid circulation, it 
was an indisputable fact that 
100 per cent circulation, which 
I was in a position to guarantee, 
would much more than offset 


[Mr. Smith intended adding to this manuscript and laid it aside only a 
short time before his untimely death on April 26th, 1925. It has been 
continued by Merwin B. Massol, business manager of the paper since 1916.] 


So much for the events lead- 
ing up to the founding of ORAL 
HyYGIENE—so much for the 
practical framework upon which 
any undertaking of ambitious 
proportions must be built. 

It was, I know, the Chief’s 
intention to go back through the 
bound volumes of the magazine 
to refresh his memory of things 
that happened from time to time 
during the early years of the 
paper. 


Under his enthusiastic im- 


_petus, many a ball was started 
rolling—so many, in fact, that 
he himself had entirely forgot- 
ten many of the undertakings, 
large and small, which he in- 





— 


any disadvantage of. free circu- 
lation, and subsequent events 
proved the justice of my conten- 
tion. | 

OrAL HycIeENE was the first 
publication, so far as I know, 
which blanketed the field to 
which it was dedicated, and it 
was also the only magazine 
for which no subscription was 
charged. 

The best example of my con- 
tention in regard to the value of 
a properly-edited magazine dis- 
tributed without charge is the 
fact that there are today in ex- 
istence similar syndicate publica- 
tions covering the drug, hard- 
ware, grocery, candy and a large 
number of other fields, each of 
which in its own field is as suc- 
cessful as OrAL HyGIENE has 
been. 


spired in the name of the maga- 
zine, and saw through to a 
finish. 

When Ora. HycGIENE was 
but six months old, acting on a 
suggestion from Miss Evaline 
Wright Nelson, a special issue 
for the laity was planned; it 
was published in November, 
1911. Of this number 178,290 
copies were ordered and paid for 
by dentists for distribution to 
their patients; this was in addi- 
tion to the regular circulation of 
the professional edition, then 
about 45,000 copies monthly. 

A singular error occurred in 
publishing this first laity num- 
ber. ‘The cover carried the pic- 
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peed 


p callie of a. little lad holding ‘a 
-*oothbrush aloft—and the hand 
yrasping the brush was a six- 
ingered hand. ‘The first person 
9 discover it was Dr. George 
ood Clapp, then, as now, the 
ditor of The Dental Digest. 

Early in Ora HyciENne’s 
areer its founder sought oppor- 
unities for extending its useful- 
ess beyond the printed page. 
n the second year of publication 
n~examination blank for the 
school use of oral hygiene work- 
ers was compiled and offered to 
the profession at cost. 

Shortly thereafter a school- 
room poster, teaching oral hy- 
giene, was provided and work 
vas started, in co-operation with 
the National Mouth Hygiene 
Association, upon a motion-pic- 
ture film. 

In January, 1914, a second 
laity number was published, and 
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nly a Vit was during the same year that 
9161 the motion-picture film, “Tooth- 
ache,’ was offered to the profes- 
naga- sion, at cost, through the maga- 
to azine, and shown thereafter to 
thousands throughout the coun- 
was [try. 
ona} The next outstanding under- 
aline {taking was that of presenting 
issue ft0 Mr. Thomas A. Forsyth, 
'; it [founder of the Forsyth Dental 
iber, Flnfirmary, a great loving cup, 
290 Epaid for by twenty-five-cent con- 
| for [tributions from a great number 
1 to Jof individual Orat HycieNne 
ddi- readers. 
n of On January 20th, 1917, ata 
hen {banquet in Boston, the cup was 
, formally tendered to Mr. For- 
| in |syth. Three hundred and thirty- 
im- §three attended the banquet, in- 
yic- cluding the Governor of Massa- 











chusetts, the Mayor of Boston, 
and the presidents of Harvard, 
Tufts and Boston universities. 

I happen to know that Mr. 
Linford Smith dug down: per- 
sonally for the funds with which 
to pay the final bills for both the 
“Toothache” film and the For- 
syth Cup presentation. 

During the War, as might 
have been expected, his active 
mind was directed toward devel- 
oping plans for using the maga- 
zine’s. growing influence to fur- 
ther the national cause. Among 
many other things, he conceived 
and put into effect the plan of 
issuing a special edition of ORAL 
HYGIENE each month for mem- 
bers of the Dental Corps in 
service here and overseas, and I 
very clearly remember the-task 
which faced the business office in 
following these elusive readers 
with the magazine. 

In 1919 a plan was launched 
for extending the oral hygiene 
idea through the newspapers of 
the country. At-first the arti- 
cles, which had been prepared 
by Colonel McGee prior to his 
assuming the editorship of 
OrAL HYGIENE, were syndi- 
cated through a commercial or- 
ganization engaged in providing 
feature articles to newspapers. 
But this method, entailing as it 
did the selling of these articles 
to the newspapers,- proved too 
slow for the fast-moving founder 
of OrAL Hyciene. So he forth- 
with started on the job of secur- 
ing circulation for the series by 
urging readers of the magazine 
to bestir themselves with ‘their 
respective local’ publishers, in- 
ducing the latter'to print the'ar- 
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ticles, first securing the approval 
of their local societies. 

Under this plan the “Your 
Teeth” series was furnished by 
OrAL HyGIENE without charge, 
and as a result a combined cir- 
culation of more than a million 
copies was secured for the series 
throughout the United States 
and Canada. ‘This service is 
still furnished by Ora Hy- 
GIENE and articles go out weekly 
to various newspapers at the re- 
quest of readers. 

In 1920, under Dr. McGee's 
editorship, the magazine under- 
took to impress upon school-book 
publishers and upon educators 
the necessity for revising school 
physiologies then in use, bring- 
ing up to date and correcting 
the information they contained 
upon dental subjects. Scores of 
school physiologies were pur- 
chased by the publisher for the 
editor, who sat up nights with 
them, making copious notes for 
an editorial compaign that ran 
for several months. 

A storm of protest was raised 
by certain of the school-book 
publishing houses, but revisions 
were, neverthless, secured in 
some cases, and it is unlikely 
that any new editions will have 
been put to press carrying the 
erroneous information printed 
in the then current physiologies. 
During thase days all of us 
around the OrAL HyGIENE of- 
fice grew to hate the sight of 
physiologies. Now we use vari- 
ous of these volumes for door- 
stops. | 

This campaign was started at 
the suggestion of the Missouri 
Dental Board, and the editor of 


a, 


a 


ORAL HYGIENE —-_ 
collaborated with this body ing'@! | 
preparing new oral hygiene from 
chapters for Missouri physiolo- "he 
gies. = 
The Dental Welfare Foundaf 
tion, started in 1921 and circu. take! 
lating more than 450,000 cards§ @"* 
to as many families each month FY 
during 1922, was not an ORAL 
HyGIENE undertaking, but a; read 
chairman of the organization}! ‘ 
Linford Smith put the influence and 
of his magazine back of the ef- of le 
fort, and during many months lette 
a great deal of space was def‘ 
voted to the affairs of the Foun- a 
dation, and the staff of the mag. 
azine, for more than a year, Ora 
aided in carrying out incident lishe 
detail. a 
In January, 1924, the maga Latte 
zine announced that the “world’s been 
most powerful station would featu 
broadcast oral hygiene mes} iy 
sages.’ , sat 
The Chief had arranged with§ 2" 
the Westinghouse Company for unde 
the services of KDKA, and fi- bubb 
teen-minute talks were broadcast delig 
by Dr. Albert I. Wise, Dr. = 
Bruce P. Rial, Dr.,H. D. ao 'D, 
and by ORAL HyGIENE’s editor.} Ay 
Since then the magazine _has| - 
sought to aid in furthering the “- . 
use of this means of spreading . 
the word. ah 
During 1924 Ora Hycieni . ' 
started campaigning against thef “", ' 
proposed long course for dental 
students and succeeded in sttir- h ; 
ring up a great deal of discussion ; s 
by bringing the question out intof |? 
the open. 
OrAL HYGIENE’S present un- 
dertaking has to do with agita- 
tion for national licensing, den- 
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: from the editor’s correspondence 

—the volume and character of 
it—I do not believe any mission 
the magazine has ever under- 
taken has met with such spon- 
taneous response on the part of 
readers. 


Oral Many pages of letters from 
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readers have been printed. Let- 
ters are still being received daily, 
and we have galley upon galley 
of letters in type. Many other 
letters, of course, were not writ- 
ten for publication and have 
been withheld. 

During the fifteen years that 
OrAL HyGIeENE has been pub- 
lished new features have from 
time to time been added. The 
Laftodontia page has perhaps 
been the most popular regular 
feature ; it has appeared in every 
issue since the first number was 
printed. During his lifetime 
Linford Smith kept this page 
under his personal supervision— 
bubbling with natural wit he 
delighted in choosing humorous 
bits from the material offered 
for it. 

Perhaps the most popular oc- 
casional feature, and certainly 
the most talked about, has been 
“Pages from the Diary of Sam- 
uel Pepys, Jr., D. D. S.,” con- 
tributed by a well-known mem- 
ber of the profession, writing 
under this pen-name. 

Another popular feature is 
the International Oral Hygiene 
department, in which Charles 
W. Barton, of the Orat Hy- 
GIENE staff, presents translations 
of extracts from the foreign- 
language dental press through- 
out the world. 











The Late Dr. Wm. W. Belcher, 
Second Editor of “Oral 
Hygiene.” 


Beginning with the May, 
1923, issue, a new type of cover 
appeared, printed in six colors— 
the designs being reproductions 
of oil paintings and pastels. 

Since Orat HYGIENE itself 
was started in January, 1911, a 
publishing organization has been 
built around it. Eight years ago 
a journal was started for dental 
dealers and their salesmen, this 
paper, known as Proofs, reach- 
ing the entire dental trade per- 
sonnel throughout the world. 
About three years ago Oral Hy- 
giene Junior was established as 
a means of providing the dental 
trade with advertising and sell- 
ing ideas. ‘This is a service pub- 
lication, no advertising space 
being sold in it. A companion 
publication to Oral Hygiene 
Junior is the Oral Hygiene 
Overseas Bulletin, which is is- 
sued occasionally in pamphlet 
form, so as to provide accurate 
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4, 


information upon dental — 


District Saioinicas sles were 
established for the magazine sev- 
eral years ago in New York, 
Chicago, St. Louis, and, re- 
cently, in San Francisco. 

This, the fifteenth anniver- 
sary number of OrAL HyGIENE, 
carries comments from many 
dentists. It was the editor’s 
wish: to extend the invitation to 
several more, but the response 
from the first list chosen was so 
overwhelming as to make the 
printing of further material im- 
possible. 
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OrAL HyGIENE is grateful tay 
its. friends -for.‘what wl have 







the staff. 

This issue of OrAL HyGieng 
will reach more than 55,000 
readers. It is more than doubl 
the size of that first issue printed 
fifteen’ years ago, which circuJ 
lated some 45,000 copies. | 

Those of us who put Ora 
HyGIENE together each monthf 
dedicate this number to our lost 
Chief, in loving memory of himJ 
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Oh! You Orat HyGriene! 
Fifteen years today and going strong. 
Happy birthday! Happy New Year! 
Hunt—— 

Belcher—— 

McGee— 

McGee and Mass—a good team. 
May they pull together for many a year. 
And then there was Linford. 
Fifteen years of pleasant associations. 
We need you, Orat HyGIENneE. 


Your pace is set. ‘‘Carry on.’' 


Eppie KELLs. 








C VO, 
ie Ze 


fc 








| 
\ 















a NTN ee rmesne areearn ane im 


The Fifteentl 


By C. N. JOHNSON, M.A., LI 


Sal TEEN years old 
I eal and still going! 
:| Fifteen years 





vigor of Abrennial 
Lotk 2 and ee on A 

OrAL HycGIENE has always 
been “something different” in 
the magazine world. It came 
into the field with a new idea 
and a broadened vision. It 
reached out to help the people— 
through the profession. It owed 
allegiance to no creed or cult 
and no association or assemblage. 

It was the great outstanding 
free lance of dental periodicals. 
It said what it ‘pleased and 
mostly it pleased by what it said. 
It made mistakes because it was 
conducted by men who were 
human, but the very human side 
of these splendid men was the 
paramount thing which made its 
strongest appeal to the readers. 
And it had readers everywhere. 

No issue was ever permitted 
to come out unless there was 
something of deep interest in it. 
No issue was dull or prosaic. 
And this can be said of very few 
periodicals. 

And now on this auspicious 
anniverary the editor asks what 
of the future? 

I can answer that—the future 
will be precisely what the con- 
tributors and readers make it. 
No editor, however great his 
ability, can ever make a maga- 
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zine by his own efforts. Man 
festly he cannot write all ¢ 
articles for it, and while he ha 
to read them all, it is not hi 
reading that counts for most. 
It is true that he directs t 
policy of the periodical, and th 
is vastly important; it is als 
true that he writes the editoriz 
and these are probably read mor 
generally than any other part ¢ 
the magazine (unless it is th 
page of jokes) but the greg 
mass of material must com 
from contributors and the char 
acter of these contributions ; 
what constitutes the bone and 
sinew of the publication. 
I sometimes wonder if. the 
average individual who writé 
for professional journals ever 
takes sufficiently to heart the 
seriousness of his responsibility 
or his obligation. 
The printed page is a terribl 
important and significant thing 
It may even make or mar a hu 
man life. And men are so i 
the habit of “dashing off” a 
article without due deliberation 
or full regard for its possible ef4 
fect on the reader. Dr. C. 
It is after all a very sacredpleft) ' 
thing to be commissioned to bom 
write for the public and men 
should always approach thithard { 
task with real reverence. Nothnmen 
that they should ever take them] Kye, 
selves too seriously—this is fatalhicle fo 
—but they should have due re 
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Anniversary 


, S., M. D. S., Chicago, Il. 
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Dr. C. N. Johnson (right) being congratulated by Dr. F. M. Casto 
{yleft) upon assuming the presidency of the American Dental Asso- 
dt ation at the Dallas meeting. Retiring President William A. Giffen 

looks on approvingly. 

men 

thiffard for the effect of their rec- pause and say to himself, ““What 

!NO%mmendations on others. will be the result if all who read 
hem Every man who writes an ar- this article accept what I say as 
fatalficle for OraL HycieNe should gospel and attempt to carry out 
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my recommendations to the 
letter ?”’ 

That is the spirit which 
should animate every contribu- 
tor to a magazine and when that 
spirit becomes universal our mag- 
azines will be more worth read- 
ing and our editors will be 
happier. 

Here is my best wish for the 
future of OrAL HyGIENeE and 





—_ 
may the editor receive such en 
couragement and support fro 
contributors and readers that hj 
work will be made easier an 
the continued success of the 
magazine will be assured. Andf much 
may I also wish a Happy Ne plans | 
Year to Editor McGee, to hisfof Or 
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Felicitations to “Oral Hygiene” 
By HOMER C. BROWN, D.DS.. RA.CD. 
Columbus, Ohio : 







f iteze and a alt 
to extend cordial 
| S svegtinns to ORAL 
HYGIENE, and _ its 
many thousand readets, upon 
the fact that it has so success- 
fully reached its fifteenth anni- 
versary. This project was con- 
summated at a most opportune 
time, inasmuch as there were de- 
velopments both within and 
without the profession favorable 
to such an undertaking, and in 
this connection a brief historical 
reference would seem quite ap- 
propriate. 

At the 1912 meeting of the 
National Dental Association, 
held in Washington, D. C., at 
which time many important mat- 
ters were officially transacted, 
the outstanding one was the 
adoption of a new Constitution 
and By-Laws providing for the 
reorganization which went into 
effect at the closing session of 
the 1913 meeting held in Kansas 












publishers, to his contributorg Th 
‘and to his readers every one! | the de 
time, 

quite 
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my dis 

| The 

| for a 

, “= when 
City, Mo. It also may be interf§ dented 
esting to many to know that haffand p 
the recommendation of the Ref memo: 
organization Committee beemfdental 
adopted, as presented, our Aso™ The 
ciation would have begun t@thusias 
function as the American. DenMent v: 
tal Association at that. tim@#throug 
rather than to have postponeigthey |: 


this for several years. . 

The fact that a very promi 
nent Southern member,-.and 
most forceful speaker, started to 
fight the Civil War over agai 
was responsible for not: chang 
ing the name at that time. 

It was my duty, as Recordinj 
Secretary, to record all the of 
ficial actions of our Associatio 
but there was one importanj 
dental problem acted upon duqiie 
ing this meeting which does n Fe 
appear in our transactions, n 
because I did not know about i 
but because it was not an officia 
action of the Association. 

It so happened that my root 
at the New Willard Hotel an 
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the rooms of Mr. W. Linford 
Smith and Dr. George E. Hunt 
. were only separated by a private 
' 4nd hall.and they, together with Dr. 
t thf William G. Ebersole, spent 

And§ much time in working out the 

Newiplans for starting the publication 





to histof ORAL HYGIENE. 
butor  Lhey informed me of some of 
1e! the developments, from time to 
Ee and inasmuch as it was 
quite warm in Washington at 
yy pthat time, I could not help know- 
: ing of some of these, at times to 
my discomfort and loss of sleep. 
| The plan adopted was new 
gior a dental publication, and 
when we consider its unprece- 
inter{¥dented success, we should pause 
at haiifand pay a just tribute to the 
e¢ Reimemory of this unusual trio of 

beemdental pioneers. 

Assof# These men were dental en- 
in t@thusiasts with somewhat differ- 
Den¥ent visions and abilities, yet, 


tim@ through their combined efforts, 
poneigthey laid the foundation for a 


rome 


greater success for Ora Hy- 
GIENE than this group of opti- 
mists probably hoped for. 

The fact that ORAL HyGIENE 
with its practical policy has been 
a regular monthly visitor to 
every dentist, without cost, for 
the past fifteen years should con- 
vince anyone that it has been an 
influential factor in the progress 
of dentistry and particularly 
from the humanitarian aspect of 
the profession. 

It was suggested that I sub- 
mit recommendations for the fu- 
ture of ORAL HYGIENE in order 
that it may render the greatest 
service, but in this I hesitate, al- 
though if I should attempt this, 
it would be to place more stress, 
if possible, upon the preventive 
phase of oral diseases, as a hu- 
manitarian measure through ed- 
ucation in the home, the school 
and the press, as well as in den- 
tal, social and civic organiza- 
tions. 


ed A Birthday Tribute to 
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dut ie oR 3 GIENE was founded 
Ss ng I al | have had the pleas- 


NGeoe ure of contributing 
# an occasional paper 
which, of course, has been one 
f the factors that had made me 
roomeonsider it a journal of great 
| angivalue.. But. seriously — there is 

no publication devoted to .den- 
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“Oral Hygiene”’ 


By M. EVANGELINE JORDON, D.D.S., 
Los Angeles, California 


tistry that we have welcomed so 
heartily as ORAL HYGIENE be- 
cause it is enjoyed not only by 
my operators and by myself but 
because it is the one dental pub- 
lication in. which: the: mothers 
and children in our waiting 
room are equally interested. 
Their attention is attracted by 
the gay, artistic covers which 











30 ORAL HYGIENE 








a 





bring something new and fresh 
each month for the waiting-room 
table. 

OrAL HYGIENE has lived up 
to its title in carrying to the 
public a realization of the value 
of mouth hygiene through its 
numerous pictures and _ stories 
upon the subject. This was be- 
ing done at such an early day 
that it was a pioneer in preven- 
tion. Perhaps the most valuable 
work in the preservation of good 
health for the entire body is care 
of the mouth, as all parts of the 
body are affected by disease of 
the mouth. This work of mouth 
hygiene to be successful must be 
begun with the first tooth and 
must be never ceasing and re- 
quires constant daily vigilance. 
Ora HYGIENE has done a won- 
derful piece of work in putting 
this idea across so that the laity 
no longer look upon dentistry as 
a last resort. 

I am hoping that coming is- 
sues of this little journal will be 
devoted to spreading the knowl- 
edge, in the same efficient way, 
that diet is the basic principal 
of a healthy mouth. The idea 
that a chemical balance must be 
maintained should be the most 
valuable message sent to the 
' readers of ORAL HYGIENE dur- 
ing 1926. All our investigators 
or experimenters such as Mc- 
Collum, Percy Howe and many 
others, are. telling us that we 
must have enough lime or cal- 
cium in our food to balance the 
foods that form acids in the 
body. What we need is a vigor- 
Gus, rousing campaign directed 
to our young readers in words 
within their’ comprehension, that 





nent W 
would convince them that nogfails. 
only must a chemical balance 4 Dent: 
maintained but that a calciunging tO ¢ 
reserve must be built up for us essential 
during the years of growth school 1 
They must realize that candybecause 
eaten in childhood is ten timeqproport! 
as dangerous as it is later in lifgers try | 
because of this great calcium negance she 
cessity during childhood. Evergduring 
piece of candy forms an acig@work he 
that grabs from the blood thgpossibly 
lime that has been so laborious|gsufters. 
stored up from the foods conf To 
taining it such as milk, fruitgorgans 
vegetables and whole wheatjneeds c 
bread or rye bread. to the 

, three t 
A Campaign to Parents { puring 
A campaign directed towarigchild 1: 
the fond father or the doting§hours 1 
grandmother who give the child§ recreatt 
in arms candy to see it make§period 
faces, should be vigorously pur{ most fp 
sued. I have stored up a number} unless | 
of hard, unusual, forceful words artificia 
with which to bombard the self- life. 
ish father who indulges his ownf The 
egotism by carrying candy home is he te 
to the children to insure a hearty¥ do not 
welcome for his generosity andg other s 
I tell such a parent that he childre 
should be the one to suffer tooth school 
ache during the night, insteadg hours 
of the innocent little child, foj crowde 
his criminal carelessness in break§ markec 
ing the laws of health. # rolls. 
A second crying need is fora Whi 
Federal law excusing children Los At 
for dental work during school full-tir 
hours. | hundre 
School clinics should be for dren? 
educational work and for tem § 42¢ th 
porary relief of the poor childg quire 
but when they are depended™ 0"S © 
upon for constructive, permz 
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nent work the whole scheme 
at nogfails. 
nce h¢ Dentistry for children is sink- 
ilciunging to a plane below other less 
Or ysqessential requirements in_ the 
‘owthgschool life of the child primarily 
candy because in order to draw their 
timed proportion of state funds teach- 
'n lifgers try to show a perfect attend- 
m nefance sheet. If a child is excused 
Evergduring school hours for dental 
aci@work he is marked absent and so 
1 thapossibly the teacher’s record 
ously suffers. 
conf To build up perfect dental 
frutgorgans functioning properly 
heat#needs constant trained attention 
to the child from the age of 
three to that of fifteen years. 
tS BDuring most of this time the 
vardechild is spending his daylight 
tinge hours in school or in necessary 
shildf recreation. ‘This is also the 
nake§ period when he must have the 
purf most painstaking dental work 
nber§ unless he is to be condemned to 
ord artificial restorations early in 
self-B life. 
owit The great question is when 
omef is he to have dentistry done? I 
arty§ do not know the school law in 
and§ other states but, in California, 
he¥ children are excused to go to the 
oth school clinics where they wait 
eaja hours for their turns in the 
fom crowded clinic and are not 
aki marked absent on the _ school 
F rolls. 
ral’ What can the school clinic of 
ren’ Los Angeles with a staff of four 
ool full-time dentists do for the two 
hundred thousand school chil- 
fo dren? Often at seven years of 
mage the first permanent molars 
‘ld Tequire the most careful restora- 
ej tions made with gold inlays an- 
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atomically correct. Just how 
many of these two hundred 
thousand can be cared for by 
four dentists during the school 
hours of one year and what hap- 
pens to the rest? 

‘Thousands of parents in every 
city of any size in the United 


States want the very best care of 


their children’s mouth—notice I 
do not say teeth, because gingivi- 
tis must be constantly fought in 
the mouths of candy eating and 
chocolate drinking children — 
and are willing to pay for it. 
Should they be hampered in a 
laudable desire to promote the 
future health of their children 
by obsolete laws enforcing school 
attendance enacted when bad 
teeth were classed with other dis- 
eases inflicted upon sinners by 
the wrath of God? 

To promote the dental health 
of the people of United States 
we must have a Federal law 
making attendance at a dental 
office part of the school life of 
the child. 

Such a law should have a 
clause safeguarding the school 
by excuses prepared by the den- 
tists, otherwise thoughtless par- 
ents would use such liberty for 
attendance at some necessary 
moving picture show. 

Entering its sixteenth year the 
OrAL HYGIENE has two tasks 
worthy of its best efforts. If 
this second task is undertaken 
and pushed by its able editor, 
Dr. McGee, I can see such a 
law being framed and brought 
up for President Coolidge’s sig- 
nature before much time has 
elapsed. 
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What “Oral Hygiene” as a Mag 
azine has Meant to Me - 


By F. DENTON WHITE, D.D.S., Minneapolis, Minn.[' 


Chairman, Oral Hygiene Committee, Minnesota 
State Dental Association 


meGeECAUSE, we, of 






9 BN) Minnesota, think. 


See) that mouth health is 
VDa) one of the most im- 
BRE portant subjects 

which come before the dentists 

today, is one of the reasons why 
we are interested in oral hygiene 
and why we are doing the work 
we are in the state of Minne- 
sota, individually, and also 
through the efforts of the State 

Oral Hygiene Committee, as 

well as the Oral Hygiene Com- 

mittees of the various district 
societies. 

This is a day of prevention 
rather than cure, and the proper 
_ care of the mouth and teeth is 
essential if we want health, hap- 
piness, comfort, and efficiency in 
our work. It is important to 
everyone but more especially to 
the growing child. Each com- 
munity should use every means 
to educate the public in the pre- 
vention of diseases. The den- 
tists, as individuals and as so- 
cieties, can do this both privately 
and publicly in many ways. 

We, as dentists, should give 
more attention to the preventive 
side of dentistry than we have 
in the past and one wonderful 
way of doing it would be to give 
our whole-hearted support to 
this splendid magazine, ORAL 





HYGIENE, which is: doing so 
much to help us all solve the 








mouth health problems, through 
its articles and editorials. It 
keeps the dentists in all parts of 
the world acquainted with what 
is being done in oral hygiene by 
different societies and organi 
zations. 

Having been 
mouth health for many years, | 
have always sought the reading 
material that would help me in 
my work and Orat HyGIENE 
up to a few years ago, was about 
the only magazine that devoted 
any great amount of space to 
this subject. For this reason, | 
am somewhat partial to it and 


think that at this time, the fif- 


teenth anniversary of its found- 
ing by the late W. Linford 
Smith, it is a great privilege for 
me to be able to express my 
views in relation to mouth 
health. | 

I believe that ORAL HYGIENE 
has been a big factor in the edu- 
cation of the dentists along lines 
of mouth health. Its very name 
is significant, and being: con- 
stantly in front of the men who 
are fortunate in having it sent 
to them each month, means 2 
great deal. One who is con- 
stantly reading ORAL HYGIENE, 
cannot help but believe that 
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ee 


lag uth ‘health is an’ important 
fabect 


I am® sure’ that Orat Hy- 
GIENE will improve in the fu- 
ture, especially if those interested 
“fin this work get ‘behind it and 
a with its large circulation reach- 


Ainn 


ing so many parts of he world, 
it should continue to be a pow- 
erful influence in the advance- 
ment of so important a subject 
as mouth health. 

May. OrAL HYGIENE be 
healthy and live long is my wish. 











Fifteen Candles Plus 


ng so 

te By JOSEPH H. KAUFFMANN, D.D.S., 

s. It}Dental Department, Bronx Hospital and Dispensary and 
rts of Member of the Oral Hygiene Committee of 

wh 7 Greater New York 

ne by 

gan: MIANUARY 1926 cause it uses plain language. 
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4 adds another step to 
wt the ladder of Father 
Seg) Fime and ushers in 
===! the day which makes 
OrAL HyGIENE fifteen years 
young. -My heartiest congratu- 
lations to the big little journal, 
to Dr. McGee and to all those 
who help to make it what it. is. 
A reverent note also goes with 
thoughts of Dr. Hunt and -Dr. 
Belcher who successfully penned 
it on its way, not to forget the 
founder, the late Mr. Linford 
Smith; 

Professional acquaintances 
speaking of Orat HYGIENE in- 
clude in- their descriptive lexicon 
such gems, as: independent, 
breezy, clever, interesting, great. 
It fills a void in dental litera- 
ture in that it is a connecting 
link “between the true public 
dental need and the correct pro- 
ent Hfessional attitude. If anything 
S 4 it is DIFFERENT. : 

‘on-§ Of course it has its critics too, 
NE,#but’ what publication’ hasn't? 
hat fSome°say it isn’t dignified be- 
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Others won’t read it because: it 
is distributed gratis but: what 
about those who don’t even 
glance at journals for which 
they pay? Next we have the 
fellow who doesn’t like too many 
advertisements but then there 
are those who won’t support 
journals even if the ads are 
omitted. 

And there is the odontologist 
who thinks it lacks the scientific 
make-up at the same time for- 
getting that the gospel of pre- 
vention is in a sense more -im- 
portant than all of dental: sci- 
ence put together. = 

Here is a man who sticks up 
his nose at OrAL HycGIeENE be- 
cause it plays a cruel searchlight 
upon over-estimated non-entities, 
self-appointed authorities and- 
professional dental politicians 
all of whom spend. half their 
time planning how to squeeze 
out their brethren in the other 
half. 

As for yours truly, I am one 
of the many who have been 
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spurred on by the frankness and 
sincerity of its pages and I’m 
not forgetting the other fine 
journals. which our. profession 
enjoys. 


* A Human Side 


It has a human side and to be 


truthful I open and read ORAL 


HYGIENE frst. 

But what of the future? Let 
us hope that the little journal 
will continue to hold to its. vir- 
gin purpose of incessantly reiter- 
ating through the power of its 
small but vital printed pages 
that the only salvation of hu- 
manity relative to dental ills is 
the uninterrupted application 
of the truth, to wit: that the 
dentist is primarily a teacher of 
health preservation and disease 
prevention ‘and that he must 
practise what he preaches. 


Let OrAL HYGIENE not ceasé 
its harmless whimsicalities w hich 
bring about the touch of humar 
kin and remind us that we ar@ 
both dentists and brothers. 

We want you to lead ont 


still greater efforts all those wha, 


humbly or mightily put thei 
shoulders to the wheel whic 


grinds: out the ingredients of 


professional progress. 

Fugene Sue has written that 
our worldly system of justice 
should include not so much crit 


icism of those who miss thef" 
mark but rather encouragementf. 


for the one who honestly aim; 
to make it. 
that you will continue striving 
and fighting to keep your goal 
always in sight long, long after 
the’ bones of this poor admirer 
have changed to dust. 
luck! 





Monsieur Le Editor | 


By PHILIP POCKER, D.D.S., Orange, N. J. 


SIHEY tell me that 
ey Wey] while awaiting the 
BN yates| deadly hemlock Soc- 

Ya)| rates discoursed with 
his friends. It is 
a ore on good authority that 
Nero . fiddled while Rome 
burned. 

These were minor errors of 
judgment when compared with 
the activities of the leaders of 
our profession today. 

Invariably they exert their ef- 
forts toward the political and 
scientific sides of dentistry while 
the. economic aspect they leave 
severely alone. 





Nor is that all. Their tech- 
nique is impossible of execution 
in the average working-class 
practice and the greater part of| 
this country’s population is com- 
posed of working people. 


A Powerful Influence 


Here lies the mission of ORAL 
HycGIENE. A journal with such 
a vast circulation cannot fail to 
exert a powerful influence in the 
profession. It is within your 
province to make that influence 








We sincerely hopef. 


Good” 
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benign: 
A sound editorial policy will 
bear in mind that the general 
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practitioner cannot even utilize 
all the skill he possesses. He 
must cater to the whims and 
* prejudices of his patients. 

Font The luminaries among us 
se whe would have us believe that most 
t .-Mdentists have fortunes to com- 

4: gpare with the wealth of Lydia’s 

which”. 
nts oqancient kings. OraL HyciENe 

should at all times bear in mind 
that a good many barely make 
justic ends meet. 
ih crit Do not overlook the fact that 
ss the the average dentist cannot en- 
“— tirely ignore the desires of the 
ement “* 
» aimeg fesh. We cannot, like the phil- 

alms 

“how osophers of old, walk barefooted 
riving in the market place. 

‘a ©Let us have articles of a prac- 
tical nature. Let them be ad- 
mire dressed to the dentist that has 

er : 
Food © charge five dollars for filling 
a molar including root canals. 
Give us the kind of essayists that 
enumerate their failures as well 
as their successes. 

Let us have a paper on what 
to say to the patient who wants 
to have the extracted tooth as a 
souvenir when half of it is left 













n thag 
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in his jaw. Also let us know 
how to answer the patient who 
insists that the denture broke 
while she was eating soup. 


Abas the Stock Salesman 


Instead of describing the treat- 
ment of a tooth with a chronic 
alveolar abscess; which any fresh- 
man knows should be extracted 
tell the boys the treatment of an 
insistent stock salesman, who 
wants to give them worthless 
paper in exchange for their hard- 
earned shekels. 

I want to congratulate you on 
the fifteenth anniversary: of 
Ora HycIieENeE. In the vernac- 
ular of the automotive industry 
we want no yearly models. Just 
give us a real good journal. 

I want Ora. HYGIENE to 
take the lead. This journal 
should be for the multitude 
rather than for a privileged few. 

Unlike the workers of Babel 
you should speak a language 
that the rank and file can under- 
stand. 





The Biggest Little Dental 


Magazine 






AL 

ch mas I SIT down to 

to| )q| write I am reminded 
4 

he wr, ve that ORAL HYGIENE 

T 7, e is fast approaching 


@ithe date of its fif- 
teenth anniversary, and looking 
back over the years since your ad- 
1 mirable publication was started 
one cannot but be impressed with 











By THOMAS C. BONNEY, D.D.S., Aberdeen, S. D. 


the tremendous advance that has 


been made, not only in the size, 


but also in the quality of the 
magazine. 

To my knowledge there has . 
not been a single topic of inter- 
est to the dental profession that 
has not at some time or another 
been touched upon in the edi- 
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torial columns, and always with 
a fairness and open-mindedness 
that deserves the highest praise. 
Naturally you have at times 
seen fit to make criticisms, but 
such criticisms have always been 
of .a: constructive kind, and the 
contribution of articles on den- 
tal subjects of every nature by 
men from every corner of the 
United. States is convincing 
proof that the magazine is read 
and appreciated by those men to 
whom the dental profession is 
indebted for its remarkable and 
continued advancement. 

All men do not think alike 
and all men do not have the 
same opportunity for study and 
observation; but all men can 
read and study no matter where 
they may be and ORAL HYGIENE 
has long served and undoubtedly 
will long continue to serve, those 
of us who are far removed from 
the large dental centers, by pass- 
ing along by means of its tre- 
mendous circulation information 
and knowledge that many of us 


___» i_-, ~z -_ 


| 
a 


would find, absolutely. impossib}; 
to obtain. in any other way. 
Possibly there is much aboy 
your magazine that calls fo 
criticism, but if so; 1 am unable 
to state what it is., Certainly th 
continued. growth of Ora Hy 
GIENE is sufficiently indicative of 
its increasing popularity and | 
for one, should hate to see the 
day when jit was no longer; 
part of my monthly mail. 
Asan occasional contributo 
to the. magazine since Dr. Mc 
Gee became editor I. want to ex 
press my sincere appreciation fo 
the very courteous treatment ac- 
corded my alleged: humorous 
outbursts, and.I sincerely trust 
that ORAL HYGIENE may con 
tinue to grow and prosper 4 
much in the future’as it has in 
the past. My best. wishes for 
such continued growth and pros f- 
perity, and a hope that Dr. Mc- 
Gee may live to serve for many 
more years as Editor of Tur 
Biccest LitTL—E DENTAL Mac- 
AZINE IN THE WORLD. : 
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‘To. 
ORAL HYGIENE 


By WALTER S. KYES, D. D. S., 
San Diego, Calif. 


HONGRATULATIONS, Orat HycieEne, 
on your fifteenth birthday anniversary! 
! Yours has been a marvelously worth-while 
weet) career. The original aim of the mind that 
gave you being has been painstakingly carried on to a 
most satisfactory fruition. 





In relation to the dental profession you have occu- 


‘ pied the sphere of open forum; to suffering humanity 


you have brought and forcefully delivered your mes- 
sages. 


You have impartially registered the best thoughts of 
the man at the chair and before the bench, which ac- 
counts largely for your unique originality. 

For your substance you have not turned ackward to 
the archives of bibliography, but rather have reached 
forward to the skirmish lines of the advance, thus gar- 
nering from the minds of forward-thinking men. 


Due to your tremendous circulation, you have. ex- 
celled as a vehicle for the transmission of thought and 
ideas from mind to mind. Your humor has been clean 


and tolerant, restful to tired minds, a balm to jangled 
nerves. 


Go forward, Oat HyGIENE,. and grow. Hammer 


away in the cause of health and for better dentistry, 
but don’t change too much. We need you as you are! 





ORAL HYGIENE 
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Creresaleaions, “Oral Sisaienc! 1p 


By MOSES JOEL EISENBERG, D.M.D., Roxbury, Mass, 


Fellow of the Harriet Newell. Lowell Society for Dental 
Research of the Harvard University Dental School. 
Acting Chief in Dental Orthopedics at Forsyth 
Dental Infirmary for Children, Boston, Mass. 






4 | and visions come to 
| pass. ‘Thus may be 
characterized the 
=<) life and progress of 
one of our most popular dental 
journals, ORAL HYGIENE. 

In celebration of its fifteenth 
year of service to the dental pro- 
fession ORAL HYGIENE need 
make no more elaborate plans 


nor promises than that it will . 


follow out its old and accepted 
method of dealing with all den- 
tal issues from all angles. 

It is refreshing to read issue 
after issue of broad-minded, 
open discussion of topics dear to 
the heart and soul of every alert 
dentist in the world. It is en- 
couraging to see new efforts 
made to assist the dentist to bet- 
ter his understanding of the pro- 
gressiveness of science. It is 
stimulating to see new names 


appear and old names reappear ’ 


over articles whose caliber 
should be a thing of envy to all 
other professional journals. 
The editorial policy permits 
all this and, furthermore, it en- 
courages by its undaunted pre- 
sentation of all sides of all issues 
that are discussed a feeling of 
faith in its recommendations. 
Professional favoritism is to 
be deplored in any journal, and 


=) REAMS come true: 


‘its immense ‘ disalarion. reaches 


ee | 


<a ee + 





the lack of this bad trait makes! 
OrAL HYGIENE conspicuous in 
its policy to us who serve the 
profession. | . 

Ora Hycigne, by: virtue of 


out into all corners of the world 
and there sows the seeds of 
thought—where, falling on fer- 
tile soil, they root and grow and 
bear fruit; thus emanating theg 
progress of the American dentist 
as the American ideal. 

As my hands run through the 
leaves of the old issues es 
looms up the name of the. grand 
youtig-old man of dentistry, Dr. 
C. Edmund Kells —the man 
who has taught dentistry that it 
can think, operate and transact! 
business, and still be human, all 
at one time—and yet be a den. 
tist. 

Thanks’ to Orat Hyciens, 
Dr. Kells’ articles are able to 
reach ‘out to the four corners of 
the earth and plead the cause of@ 
dentistry as. it should be prac- 
ticed. 

In the editor of Orat Hy- 
GIENE we see the real spirit of 
its success in dental journalism 
—and that diversity of material, 
variety of subjects discussed, 











which makes it in fact the den- 
tists’ own magazine, is due to 


Dr. Rea Proctor McGee. 
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| ‘The davertising pages serve 
the most useful function of keep- 
ing the dental. profession. in 
touch with progress. 

In short, ORAL HYGIENE is 
the Journal of Dentistry, for 
Dentists by Dentists—may its 
pages grow in unbounded, wealth 
of information and _ progress. 


May its teachings bring to pass 
the reformation of the “tinker” 
dentist. May its stimulating edi- 
torials arouse the thinking den- 
tist to the daily needs of the 
profession, and may we have it 
with us until there may be. no 
more need of the services of the 
dentist. 





7] WAS a student in 


ZA dentistry when 


S| made its initial bow 
ito the profession. I 
recall having received copies of 
the first issues, which I read 
with considerable interest. 

. From that day until the pres- 
ent time I have been the recip- 
ient and a constant reader of 
OraL HycGIENE, all issues of 
which are a part of my library. 
It has been a source of much 





Free and Fearless | 
By HARRY BEAR, D.D.S., Richmoud, Va. 


pleasure to watch the degree of 
usefulness which Ora. Hy- 
GIENE has exerted. 

Its efforts in behalf of mouth 
hygiene has been of much influ- 
ence and importance. Its pres- 
ent policy of free and fearless 
speech under the able leadership 
of its esteemed editor predicts 
for OrAL HYGIENE an even 
greater service to the profession 
and the cause it represents than 
has characterized its endeavors 
in the past. 








at 
1: = There is doubtless 
no gow publication which i 
more thoroughly read red 
cover to cover by more dentists, 
than is OrAL HycGIENneE. Lin- 
ford Smith, whose memory I 
revere, was a far-seeing and in- 
telligent man, aside from all his 
other charming personal quali- 
ties, and he saw in Ora Hy- 





den- 
e to 





GIENE an opportunity for a big 
service to the profession of den- 
tistry which could be accom- 


A Tribute 
By Paul R. Stillman, D.D.S., New York, N. Y. 


plished in an unusual and 
philanthropic way. 

Had Linford Smith left no 
other good works behind him 
than this journal, the world 
was better for‘his work. I can 
hardly refrain from writing of 
my friend, rather than his pet 
interest and hobby—OraL Hy- 
GIENE. But, why expostulate 
upon the obvious? Ora Hy- 
GIENE is an honor to Linford 
Smith’s memory, ‘and an honor 
to our profession, It is your 
responsibility as Editor, to make 
the journal even better with the 
coming years. 
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in Mouty Hycieny 


‘Chatewisla Oral Ftypienie Committee, Minnesota State 
Dental Association. 


‘ an THINK that every- 
aly eA one who is interested 
sow Gy) in. mouth hygiene 
ew romi will agnee that we 
SSiee® should use every 
known means of educating the 
public. This is a day of preven- 
tion rather than cure. 

I have heard many people die 
cuss the radio and its possibili- 
ties. Some, to my surprise, have 
gone so far as to say that they 
did not believe in this medium 
of education and could not see 
its possibilities. Perhaps, if they 
had taken any interest in the 
radio they would have felt dif- 
ferently. 

The one thing that we must 
do is to understand that we 
cannot reach all of the people in 
any one way. .Some can be 
reached by the newspapers, some 
by health weeks, and some 
through the schools, and others 
by. magazines, lectures, etc. 

The radio,is new and you 
will find that most of the people 
who own sets are very eager to 
tune in everything they can that 
is.zood and especially in the lec- 










ture line and most of them keep 
their sets open from late in the 
afternoon until late in the even- 


ing and many times into the wee 


small hours of the night. 

Of course, this is true only in 
the fall, winter, and spring 
months. 
to listen in during the hot sun 


mer months when we all should 


be out of doors. 


There are radio lecture hoursf 


No one takes the time 


on many subjects and many off 


them are very interesting. I have 


listened to most of the larged 


stations in the United States, 
and I have yet to hear a single 
talk on mouth hygiene. 
ever, I do know that some of the 


How-§ 


Eastern stations have broadcast] 


talks of this kind but usually 


they have been in the daytimeg | 


or early evening, when it has 


been difficult for me to tune in. 


Others may have broadcast but 
I have not heard them. 

If the above statements are 
true, then why should not we as 
dentists see to it that the people 
who listen: in are enlightened 
about dentistry and that they 
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Mrs. Stella Williams, Counsellor of the Court of 
Gold Medal, who arranges programs and broadcasts 
for Minnesota State Dental Society. 











timeg | 

hasfare told something about mouth ducted as a personal proposition 
> in. Fhealth ? in the least. 

but@ We should do this and the in- This leads us to the questions 


formation should come from the of who should do the broadcast- 
arefdentists who are especially in- ing, and who should write the 
e asfterested in this work. But above articles that are broadcast. I be- 
ople fall, it should be under the direc- lieve that everything that is 
ned ftion of the dental societies either broadcast should be written. 
hey local or state and not be con- There are several ways in 
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which we can broadcast, for. ex- 
ample: the societies can select’a 
member who has a good voice, 
one whose voice goes. out:-over 
the air well, and one who is 
willing. to spend .some time at 
this work. This person should 


be given a ficticious name when - 


announeed, or, better still, he 
can be announced as a member 
of the Blank Dental Society who 
“will tell you about the import- 
ance of the six-year molar’”’—or 
any subject which the society 
thinks should go put over the 
air. 


In announcing this way, credit 
is given the member of the den- 
tal society without telling those 
who listen in who he may be. 
Many, who are opposed to radio 
work of this kind feel so be- 
cause they think that many men 
would take advantage of the 
radio publicity to further their 
own interests. 


This, of course, is a debatable 
question. About two years ago 
the Minneapolis District Den- 
tal Society solved this problem 
by employing a graduate dental 
nurse to do the_ broadcasting. 
However at-this time they were 
only broadcasting children’s 
stories but I am sure she was 
capable of broadcasting any ma- 
terial that might have been given 
to her. She was announced as 
Mrs. John Doe broadcasting for 
the Minneapolis District Dental 
Society. 

So far, with one or two ex- 
ceptions, the Minneapolis and 
St. Paul District Dental So- 
cieties, as well as the Minnesota 
State Dental Association, have 





a member of the Blank Dental 
Society. 















been contented. with the broad 
casting of children’s material az 
five-thirty in the evening. Th 
Oral Hygiene Committee of th 
State Society is at the presen 
time...conducting . a. children’ 

hour every Friday at five-thirty§, 
‘This is-known as the Court 0 

Gold: Medal. 


f am sure this work can } 
conducted so that those listenin; 
in will get the message we wan 
to give them without announc 
ing who the speaker is. All mos 
people want to know is, is he o 
she reliable or responsible, ani 
when it is under the direction 0 
a city, district or staté dental x 
ciety they know. it must be r 


liable. 


Many of the radio station 
think that the public has a right 
to know who is talking to then 
and I can see their point but | 
believe the above is a good solu 
tion of the matter. Another wa 
of arranging this would te t 
have men or women do th 
broadcasting who are doing pub 
lic work, such as full-time public 
health workers, college teach 
ers, etc. | 














To sum up in a few. words 
we should use the radio to edu 
cate the people in mouth health. 
All work of this type should be 
under the direction of eithey 
local or state societies.. All mz 
terial which is broadcast should 
be written. The person doing 
the broadcasting should be well 
qualified and if he is a practic 
ing dentist he should be an- 
nounced as Dr. John Doe, or a 
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Birthdays! 


By HERMAN J. KEYSER, D. D. S., B. D., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


ree Y are a common inheritance, the one 
) wi) thing which we may not cast off with 
ie cas “WZ nus impunity. They come, whether we will 
SASMZI or no. Having reached the years of 
ea ey 
SSSsa=—) discretion, they bring, with their annual 
recurrence, thoughts that will persist. One of those 


thoughts is, “Have we progressed ?” 


It is human to desire progress. To attain it, every- 
body knows, requires work, mental or physical, or 
both. ‘To have secured it spells success. It is the 
most desired of all the world’s gifts. And as a birth- 
day remembrance, even if self-imposed, it is beyond 
value, more desired than fine gold. 


OrAL HYGIENE celebrates forthwith its fifteenth 
birthday. And what a birthday it is! Progress is 
one of its accompanying gifts. In addition, it has the 
unique position of realizing that the dental profes- 
sion knows that its pages are open to them for any- 
thing and everything pertaining to dentistry, be it 
operative, legislative or otherwisé. And the adver- 


tising pages are beyond any in excellence, when com- 


pared to similar publications. 


While disseminating dental. advance, Orat Hy- 
GIENE has not forgotten the status of the dentist, and 
has striven to improve it, and also to give it greater 
scope. And all of this in so short a time, with no 
cost to the profession. Indeed, it is a great birthday 
anniversary. Our congratulations are profuse. May 
it continue to enjoy the same progress as it has 
attained. With such able leadership as Dr. McGee, 
it is bound to surpass its present remarkable record. 
Exceeding long life to ORAL HYGIENE! 
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ZE OFTEN come 
across cases in pri- 
vate practice where 
teeth decay, not- 
= withstanding the ut- 
most care. Then, again, we 
often come across patients who 
never use a toothbrush and who 
have comparatively few decayed 
teeth. 

Such conditions are indeed 
disheartening to individuals who 
rigorously observe hygiene of 
the mouth, since they have been 
- taught that “a clean tooth never 
decays.” Such conditions are in- 
deed baffling to conscientious 
dentists because it is clearly in- 
dicated that there is much that 
remains unknown in the pho- 
phylactic treatment of the teeth. 

There is, however, nothing 
fallacious about the expression, 
‘a clean tooth never decays.’’ 
As a matter of fact, absolutely 
clean teeth have never been def- 
initely demonstrated in the hu- 
man mouth. The question 
naturally arises, ‘““when is a tooth 
clean?” In answer to this ques- 
tion, it must be stated that a 
tooth is “clean” in a scientific 
sense, when it is bacteriologically 
clean, chemically clean and me- 
chanically clean. 

To render teeth in situ bac- 
teriologically clean, we _ shall 
find, is no easy matter. This is 
because we must resort to the 
use of antiseptics which are 
chemic agents that merely in- 
hibit the action and growth of 
bacteria. 

Then, too, antiseptics are not 
held in the mouth long eonugh 
to cause any great reduction of 
the oral bacterial flora; usually 
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A Cledo, 
Nevée 


By HERMAN BRG,p 










in rinsing the mouth, the sok 
tion remains from a few secon; 
to a minute in connection wif 
the mucous membrane and ¢ 
teeth. Furthermore, many 
the powerful antiseptics, whic 
are potent enough to devitaliz 
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general health. - ihe 
Some very effective antiseptic si 
cannot be used in the mouth be Tou 


cause they possess a very dis 1 
agreeable taste and smell. Eve 
if it were possible to destroy t 
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oral bacterial flora, it is quit). . 
doubtful if this could be dong... 
. isepti 
without the destruction of t The . 


salivary ferments which serve 
useful purpose in the process of 
digestion. Moreover, if the teeth 
could be rendered bacteriologj 
cally clean with the greatest of 
safety by the use of antiseptic 
it would remain so very tem 
porarily as bacteria would soot 
come in contact with ther 
through the air, food and drink; 
There are no merits in the 
of even strongly antiseptic solv- sh 
tions to render teeth free fron ais 
bacteria as their effects are of 4 We a 
few minutes duration or, as clude 
have previously stated, many of 
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ids such as lactic, buytric, etc., 
hich attack and decalcify the 


wil amel and which are the result 
vital the action of microorganisms 

.. pon carbohydrate food particles. 
sued Alkaline dentifrices and 


outhwashes were introduced 
r the avowed purpose of ren- 
ring the teeth chemically clean 
om such acids by neutralizing 
Unfortunately, the con- 
tions in the mouth offer simi- 
r obstacles to the action of al- 
ine solutions as they do to 
tiseptic preparations. 
The acids on and about the 
wth cannot be neutralized by 
n strongly alkaline dentifrices 
gmouthwashes because they are 
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a teeth which will remain un- 
@iched even by the most thor- 
; S01, application’ of alkali 
 ogftt, application of alkaline 
. utions. 
* BWe are therefore induced to 
~ “clude that the rendering of 
n'y © teeth in situ free from bac- 
teeth. and acids is impractical and 
th. at the chief thing in rendering 
callin clean and incidentally in 





preventing dental decay, sim- 
mers down to mechanical 
cleansing. . 

This is accomplished by thor- 
ough and systematic use of a 
suitable toothbrush, dental floss 
and a mild, pure, neutral or 
slightly alkaline dentifrice. 

Thorough mechanical cleans- 
ing will materially assist in re- 
ducing the retention and stagna- 
tion of fermentable carbohy- 
drates which we frequently see 
lodged on and between the teeth. 
After the removal of such -fer- 
mentable food particles, the bac- 
teria will have little or no cul- 
ture media upon which to thrive 
and their numbers will be ap- 
preciably reduced. It must be 
granted, however, that mechani- 
cal cleansing will not prevent 
dental decay altogether but it 
will unquestionably prevent its 
appearance in places (particu- 
larly those accessible to the 
toothbrush) which. otherwise 
would not have escaped its rav- 
ages. 

To recapitulate: 

It is positively true that “a 
clean tooth never decays.” 

A tooth to be scientifically 
clean must be bacteriologically, 
chemically and mechanically 
clean. 

Most important, most practi- 
cal and safest of these, in the 
prevention of decay, is mechani- 
cal cleanliness. 

A marked reduction in the 
oral bacterial flora may be ob- 
tained by mechanical cleansing 
of the teeth and it is possible to 
accomplish this without any tis- 
sue injury, whatsoever. 
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Answering Dr. Gillis 


Dear Doctor: 

I have no inclination to go to 
Florida or California to take up the 
practice of dentistry, for I need no 
one to tell me that a good, reliable 
dental clientele is like anything else 
worth while. It is hard to get, and 
once it is obtained one had better 
stick. around and look after it, 
whether it be in Pennsylvania, In- 
diana or upon the plains of Tim- 
buctoo. I therefore write the fol- 
lowing with no ax to grind whatso- 
ever, 

In the October number of ORAL 
HYGIENE Dr. Robert Gillis deplores 
the fact that a national dental li- 
cense would enable the “floaters of 
the profession to float more easily” 
—that “twenty-five per cent of the 
dentists are.so woefully deficient in 
their attainments that a universal 
license would never be within their 
reach,” and “that because of this 
deficient minority the individual 
state boards must yet be main- 
tained for the protection of our in- 
divdual state citizens, to act as sort 
of equalizer in the profession.” 

It seems to me that the author of 
the above has deliberately defeated 
his purpose by making such contra- 
dictory statements. Are the indi- 


£ 


vidual state boards protecting { 
individual - state citizens by alk 
ing this woefully. deficient twef 
five per cent to practice within 
borders of their respective stat 

What, by the way, is the g 
distinction between floaters? j 







the floaters from Indiana of a fs 


ter grade than those of other state 
Would it be worse for a citizen 
Indiana to be victimized by a “ 
ficient floater” from Kentucky t¢ 
by one of the twenty-five per 
native Hoosier deficients? 

Probably Dr. Gillis confines 
twenty-five per cent to the denti 
who received their license prior 
the inauguration of state boar 
but I feel safe in saying that such 
not the case. The deficients 
those days are, by now, smothe 
ia their own oblivion and th 
floating days are over. 

No, I can see. no justice ina 
tem whose excuse for existence is 
limit the operations of one-fou 
of the profession to the sta 
boundary lines, and in so doing 
tail the rights and liberties of t 
other three-fourths. 

Respectfully yours, 


CLypE W. WEAvEeER, D. D. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 































On the Right Track 


My Dear Dr. McGee: 


Have read all you have had to 
say on reciprocity and must say you 
are-certainly on the right track. 
Keep hammering away until it is 
made a national law for a dentist 
to practice in any state in this 
grand old Union of ours without 
having to expend the time and 
money and undergo the embarrass- 
ment of standing anether examina- 
tion. 

I have been practicing tweity- 
seven years and, while I read every 
dental journal and magazine I can 
get, I have no idea I could pass an 
examination if I were forced on ac- 









count of ill health to leave 
present location and hunt anotl 
If the boards would ask practi 
questions, I am of course in bet 
shape to pass one now than I' 
twenty-seven years ago, but, as 
know, the board asks almost 4 
gether questions in theory— 
how many dentists keep up on ff 
Keep plugging away and gt 
national law passed where our 
ploma entitles the holder to Pp 
tice anywhere in the United Sta 
Most cordially 
and fraternally yours, 
H. M. Moore, D. D. 


Dublin, Ga, ’ 
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Floral Dentistry | 


ae HEN I am among flowers,” says a dentist 


with a hobby for gardening, “I have 
nobler thoughts.” 


This is a thing to be encouraged—according to 
the Toledo Blade. If flowers will give dentists 
thoughts that elevate and ennoble perhaps there 
will be less of this business of introducing buzzing 
and rumbling and churning and cutting and gor- 
ing and tunneling rock drills into helpless peo- 
ple’s mouths. Maybe there will be forbearance 
and moderation in the use of implements of ex- 
ploration. It may be that the dentist who has 
been out among the flowers unfil all natural sav- 
agery has oozed out of his breast will not say 
“this isn’t going to hurt you” and then proceed to 
hurt you like the dickens. 


Flower conservatories might be fixed up with 
dentists’ offices in connection with them. Every 
nursery might be run in connection with den- 
tistry. It might be a boon to the patient if, just 
before his hour of ordeal begins, he sends in a 
box of flowers. 


More and more ways are being found for mak- 
ing this a better world. 
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«Soliloquy of an 
Irritated Pulp 


(cApologies to Ben King) 


By THOS. C. BONNEY, D. D. S., 
Aberdeen, S. D. 


ie I should die tonight 
And next day some misguided dent should say, 
As o’er my corpse he sang his cheerful lay— 


If I should die tonight, 
And this same dent, in accents gay or glum— 
Should say: “I’ll sterilize this dirty bum,” 


I’d raise my poor putrescent frame and Say, 
“My boy, you’re off your nut! It can’t be done.” 


_ If I should die tonight 
And next day some misguided dent should claw 
Around my “inner man,” and maul and paw— 


I say, if I should die tonight 

And next day “mummified” and smeared with 
goo, 

I'd listen to the dentist say, “Now you 

Will never cause an ill of any kind;” 


I’d smile, because I’d know, in after years, 
If he had brains, he’d have to change his mind. 




















BIAVE you ever seen 





movies, where the 
hero, a man with 
Pie principles and ideas, 
is fighting a so-called wicked 
community for those principles 
of his ? 

In the stillness and darkness 
of the movie-place, you can hear 
the fluttering and beating of 
your own heart, worrying for 
the fate of that hero, “Will he 
succeed ?”’ But deep down in 
your heart there is confidence, 
there is certainty. He will most 
assuredly emerge the winner in 
the. struggle, for righteousness 
always wins—in the movies. 


A Quiver of Doubt 


Have you ever seen in real 
life a man with principles and 
ideas, fighting for those princi- 
ples of his? There is awe, there: 
is admiration in your look; there 
is sympathy all over your face 
for the fate of that “dreamer,” 
but there is a certain quiver in 
your heart, a quiver of doubt, 
“Will he succeed?” For princi- 
ples not always win—in real 
life. 

Such a fighter in. our midst 
isour C. Edmund Kells. 

So long as I can remember, 
Dr. Kells has been engaged in 
warfare. 

Here you see him waging war 
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The Fighting Dentist 


By PHILIP CHENITZ, 








D. D. S. Newark, N. J. 


against the whole dental world. 
It has already~been accepted, it- 
has already been standardized, 
it is even being taught in our 
dental colleges, that with a few 
exceptions, proximal cavities in 
posterior teeth should be ex- 
tended to the occlusal, thus con- 
verting them into complex 
cavities. 


Proof ie 


Not so does Kells interpret 
the Black cavity preparation. 
You want proof, you want con- 
viction? Look at those large 
proximal fillings, prepared: “on — 
pre-historic lines,” and inserted 
twenty-seven years ago. And 
mind you, “the sulci were not 
cut out and they are good to- 
day.” 

Here Dr. Kells springs ~on 
you his finishing blow, “Had 
these teeth been prepared by cut- 
ting away the enamel into the 
occlusal surfaces, making O. D. 
and M. O. D. cavities, and leav- 
ing weak cusps standing, who 
believes that they would be as 
good as ever after 27 years of 
use ?” 

Now look here and see our 
old battler in an odd mix-up: 
Immediate root canal filling. 
Dr. Ottolengui is now drawn 
into the tangle. There is a look 
of worry in your eyes for the 
fate of our fighter, for Otto- 
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lengui is equally skillful in war- 
fare, and is an opponent not to 
be trifled with. Furthermore, 
Dr. Kells seems to have the 
weaker side of the argument, 
for, in truth, “what is the hurry 
anyway, Eddie?” 

But Kells is nat a man to give 
up. Here he puts over one of 
his typical blows, ‘““Would you 
treat a sterile canal, upon re- 
moval of a live pulp?” Otto- 
lengui clinches. Dr. Rhein comes 
to his aid. Kells whispers some 
argument into his ears, and 
Rhein puts his hands down, giv- 
ing up the fight. 

Still that argument has not 
as yet been fought out to the 
satisfaction of both sides. A re- 
vival of the fight may be wit- 
nessed time and again in the 
years to come. 


A Fair Fighter 


And a fair fighter is our Ed- 
mund. In his fight for what he 
thinks is right, he does not even 
spare himself. A young patient 
calls at his office with a severe 
pericementitis. Patient is treated, 
and dismissed with an appoint- 
ment for the next day. The fol- 
lowing day, she reports in ter- 
rific agony. The Doctor does 
all he can. The favorite leeches 
are applied; the patient is sup- 
plied with pyramidon, and is 
told to call the next morning at 
nine. Nine o’clock—the patient 
is not there. Ten—she is not 


there. Long, slow, torturing 
hours pass. A restless day for 
Dr. Kells. 


At Night 
That night finds the Doctor 
in bitter fight with himself. 


rT, 


=~ = © ’ 
phy aes 
Pee 


“Say, Eddie, why didn’t you 
apply something else that might 
have eased her pain? Why, 
above all; have you sent her out 
of the offiée, with the pain still 
present ?”” 

“But didn’t I do the best. | 
thought proper at the time? 
Didn’t this same treatment re- 
lieve the dental ailnients of so 
many before, in my praeece of 


over forty years?” 


“Yes, but don’t you esos 
Eddie, that not all cases are 
alike? There are certain indi- 
vidual characteristics in each 
case. You might have thought 
of it at the time.” 

“But— 

Thus our Eddie himself on 
the offensive and defensive all 
night long. 


The Morning 


A bright, cheerful - Southern 
morning follows that night, but 
cloudy are the eyes of our hero. 
You observe it with’ a certain 
feeling of sympathy, “‘Who was 
it that threw a stone, and dis- 
turbed the.clear eyes of the 
Doctor ?” 

‘Hours later, the long expected 
patient shows up. Her appoint- 
ment of the previous day? Oh, 
yes, she has forgotten all about 
it. The tooth didn’t bother her 
a bit, so it escaped her: attention. 

And bright again are the skies 
of New Orleans! 


A Mighty Pen 
But to be a warrior, skill or 
fighting spirit alone is not 
enough. One must also be prop- 
erly equipped. And Nature 
granted our warrior the suitable 
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weapon” It granted him a 
mighty pen. His simple, clear, 
colloquial style is wnique in our 


that holds the attention of the 
reader from the’ first seritenice to 
the last.’ > AEE ‘ if 4 the 


- Oftentimes, I think that had 
not Kells taken up dentistry, he 


one of our outstanding ‘short 
story writers. And it is‘hard to 
say whether we dentists should 
be selfish enough. to be pleased 
with the way; things turned out, 


_ér, in a way, deplore..the -fact 


that, while dur Eddie is, of bene- 
fit to thousands, millions. more 
are deprived of the benefits and 
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dental literature, And a power’ 
of narration has ‘he, a’ ‘power ~ 


would have, perhaps,..now beer .- 


pleasures they could have en- 
joyed. 

If I were a dental authority, 
I would recommend the publica- 
tion of Dr. Kells’ narrative ar- 
ticles, those articles recording 


- dvery-day: failures and successes 
« at.the, office,, with a tinge of 


moral between the lines. I 
would further recommend them, 
not as a text-book, but as read- 
ing, matter for senior students in 
our ‘dental colleges.* These 


‘simple, little stories, saturated 


with human emotions, would 
probably cling to the memory 
of the undergraduate much more 


than many dry chapters of dry 


text books. 





*Why not read “The Dentist’s Own 


- Book,” by Dr. Kells?—Editor Orat Hy- 


GIENE. 





“All With You” 


Editor ORAL HYGIENE: 

Your editorials on reciprocity are 
read with much interest. 

I believe you. voice the. sentiment 
of the great army of the profession. 

I have been in practice twenty- 
five years, yet if I wish to enter an- 
other state the law will, not recog- 
nize my credentials. 


Why not be a citizen in fact as 
well as name? Keep the good work 
going, Doctor; I am sure we are all 
with you. I, for one, will do my 
mite to help the cause along. 

Yours very truly, 
C. S. Dravine, D. D. S. 


Los Angeles, Calif. 





Border Practice 


Dear Sir: 


The greatest hardship to be 
borne under the present condition is 
when a dentist (as an example) 
living in New York state wishes to 
practice in any of the five nearby 
bordering states. He is. restricted 
from doing so. The distance be- 
tween the two states may mean 
only thirty minutes’ travel (com- 
muting distance), but with only a 
New York license in hand it may 





as well be a matter of a few weeks’ 
travel for all the good such prox- 
imity does. 

If a national license is unattain- 
able, can we not at least revise the 
law so that a dentist living in one 
state has the right to practice in 
that or any state bordering his 
own? Respectfully, 

Mitton Fretps, D. D. S. 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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REA PROCTOR McGEE, D.D.S., M.D., Editor 
212 Jenkins Building, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 








The Fifteenth Anniversary of 
- Orat HYGIENE © 


WN the early days of the oral 

ALE hygiene movement the enthusi- 

ria asts who could see the impor- 
Peer) tance of the mouth as a factor 
in health had a very difficult route to 
travel. 

The story of the oral hygiene pioneers 
was the same as that ofall other pioneers 
—opposition, misunderstanding, some- 
times misrepresentation and always 
lethargy. 

The lay audiences were more willing to 
listen and to believe than were the dentists 
themselves. a 

The movement was impeded by lack of 
interest, lack of funds and lack of publicity. 

The far-seeing Mr. W. Linford Smith 
was one of the earliest converts to oral 
hygiene and with his well-remembered 
enthusiasm it is easy to realize that he 
became one of the most militant converts. 
Mr. Smith realized the necessity for a peri- 
odical that would be devoted to the dis- 
cussion of oral hygiene and allied <i § 
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After many conferences with the leaders 
of that day and particularly after many 
discussions with Dr. George Edwin Hunt 
of Indianapolis, the magazine Ora. 
HyGiENne was established with Dr. Hunt 
as editor. 

The first issue appeared January 1st, 
IQII. 

Under his editorship the magazine 
quickly became popular. Dr. Hunt’s: per- 
sonality and his literary style were admir- 
ably adapted to editorial work. 

After the death of Dr. Hunt, Dr. William 
W. Belcher of Rochester, N. Y., became 
editor. Dr. Belcher was an authority upon 
oral hygiene. His one object in life was 
to spread the message of the importance of 
the hygiene of the mouth. 

At the death of Dr. Belcher six years 
ago, the present editor took charge. 

In these latter years great credit for the 
success of the magazine has-been due to 
the business manager, Mr. Merwin B. 
Massol. 

Our circulation has grown so that the 
‘“sun never sets’’ on Orat HyGiene readers. 

Our contributors are the most progres- 
sive men in the profession. Our legion of 
friends spreads over the earth —our ene- 
mies are not so numerous. 

We shall continue to encourage those 
who advance the interests of dentistry and, 
through dentistry, humanity and we shall 
now and then discourage those who seek 


only selfish ends. 
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# _As we enter upon our sixteenth year we 
wish you all a very happy and prosperous 
New Year and we hope that you may con- 
tinue to read Ora HyGiene and we wish 
you aiso to remember that the reading 
pages are absolutely independent and at 
all times open to the discussion of subjects 
of general interest to the dentist. 





The New Edztor of the “Journal 
of the A.D. A’? 


[emer ee INCE the establishment of the 

ee 9}| Journal of the American Dental 
(ANS Association | have wondered fre- 
yo ey? quently how a man so busy as 
Dr. King, with his ever-increasing duties 
as secretary of the A. D. A., could find 
time to edit such an unusual, high-class 
technical publication. 

As the Journal has grown older this 
wonder has continually increased and I 
was not surprised to learn that finally it 
had become necessary to give Dr. King the 
assistance that he has so long merited. 

The selection of Dr. C. N. Johnson to 
take over the editorial department is most 
gratifying. Dr. Johnson is without any 
question the ablest editor that dentistry 
has ever known. 

His wide influence in dentistry, his emi- 
nent standing, his great personal charm, 
his genuine and devoted interest in his 
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rofession and last but not least, his very 
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unusual literary attainments coupled with 
the experience he has had for so many 
years as editor of the Review promises a 

reat future for the Journal of the American 
Dinitel Association. — 

Unfortunately politics always has and 
probably always will control a great part 
of the activities of the Association. 

The selection of Dr. Johnson, however, 
proves that real ability is occasionally 
recognized and Ora HyGiEne extends its 
congratulations to the Association in his 
selection. 

A board of censors has been appointed 
to pass on material going into the Journal 
pe it is greatly to be hoped that the board 
of censors will leave the reading pages 
entirely to Dr. Johnson and devote their 
activities to the business end. 

In welcoming Dr. Johnson again to the 
ranks of the editors it is only proper to 
recognize the very great ability and organ- 
izing genius that Dr. Otto U. King has 
exhibited in the founding and the develop- 
ment of the Journal. 





The Red Cross Panels 


HT the Red Cross exhibit during 
mM the annual meeting of the A. 
i D. A. in Louisville, some very 
- § beautiful panels, 30 inches by 
40 inches, illustratifig oral hygiene ideas, 
attracted.very considerable interest. i 
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Upon inquiry I find that these panels are 
hand painted. They are washable and 
ri to rollers. Each panel costs 

3.50. 

It might be a good idea for those who 
carry on oral hygiene work continuously 
to communicate with Miss Irene Given- 
wilson, Curator, Red Cross Museum, 
American Red Cross National Head- 
quarters, Washington, D. C. 


A Look Ahead 


AMONG articles scheduled for early issues 
of the magazine are ‘Ancient Dentistry,’’ 
prepared for Ora Hyaiene by J. Menzies 
Campbell, L.D.S., D.D.S., F.R.S.E., of 
Glasgow, Scotland—‘‘The Norristown 
Clinic,’ by Carrie Bowman, Norristown, 
Pa.,—an article by Edmund Noyes, D.D.S., 
of Chicago, on ‘Extraction of Teeth in 
Orthodontia Treatment,’’—‘‘The Future 
of the Dentist’s Family,’ by BJ.H., 
supplementing the recent article by F.C.D. 
on the dentist’s financial affairs—‘‘Oral 
Foci and Their Eradication,’’ by Frank W. 
Chandler, D.D.S., of Los Angeles, Calif. 
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' Mental Floss 


By MOLAR III 


"ioe ee 


T WOULD appear that the only way to make 
oral hygiene a nation-wide habit is to prohibit 


it by law. 


In the game called bridge: which is the dummy, 
the dentist or the patient? 


Are all those root canals efficiently and per- 
manently attended to at last? The answer is in 
the negatives. 


When the toothbrush and toothpaste manufac- 
turers will have pooled their publicity appropria- 
tions with those of the chewing gum people for 
the purpose of boosting raw, green vegetables, 
fruit, and whole-meal bread, then the Dental 
Millennium will be dawning. 




















Since in most countries it still remains a sub- 
ject of heated controversy what exactly should 
be the qualifications of a dentist it seems a futile 
undertaking on the part of the International Den- 
tal Federation to go after international recogni- 
tion of the term “dentist.” 





Regardless of whether the dentist desires a 
deposit to insure payment, a deposit is required 
before pyorrhea can be recognized. 








We have never been quite able to find out 
whether the hereditary disappearance of the 
upper laterals is a sign of progressing evolution 

) or a favor bestowed by Nature on the National ‘ 
Spitter. 
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If you have a story that appeals to you as funny, send it in to the 
editor. He may print it—but he won’t send it back. 


“Mandy, what foh you goin’ in 
dat beauty parlor?” 

“Go’long, big boy, ah’s goin’ get 
me a permanent straight.” . 


Bobby was in a store with his 
mother when he was given candy 
by one of the clerks. 

“What must you say, Bobbie?” 

“Charge it,” he replied. 


LANDLORD (to impecunious den- 
tist): “But can’t you do something 
toward paying off all this rent 
that’s due?” 

Dentist: “Well—er—I could pull 
you out a tooth a day, you know, 
until it’s paid off.” 


“Can you give a good description 
of your absconding cashier?” the 
detective asked suavely. 

“We-ell,” answer the hotel pro- 
prietor, “I believe he’s about five 
feet five inches tall and about 
$7,000 short.” 


“Pay for it on installments—as 
you ride,” said the salesman who 
was showing a motor-cycle. 

“All right,” said the customer, 
“but, remember, I’m a very slow 
rider.” 


MorTHer: “What kind of a show 
did your. father take you to, 
Tommy ?” 


Tommy: “It was dandy mamma 
They had ladies dressed in stock 
ings up to their necks !” 


“How did that fellow get inta 
the doctor’s private office.” 
“Threw a cork over the transom! 


“So your brother has taken your’ 
unit all apart? Is he a dentg 
equipment expert?” 

“Not yet, he hasn’t got it back 
together.” 


Oxtp Lapy (to flapper): “Shame 
on you child, for smoking in this 
restaurant! I would just as soom 
get drunk as be caught smoking. 

FLAPPER: “Well, who wouldn't” 


DumsB Dora: “I don’t see how} 
man can be an executive—it mu 
be terrible to have to kill people 


CUSTOMER: 
low-cases ?” 
' CLerK: “Yes, sir. What size?” 

CusToMER: “I really don’t knoy 
but I wear a size seven hat.” 


“Have you any pil 


A dairymaid milked the pena iV 
goat, | 
And pouting, paused to mutter 


“T wish, you brute, you’d turn) 


milk.” 
And the animal turned to b t 








